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used, of the " Haarlem Courant " of the 8th .of Jan- 
uary, 1656, printed in Haarlem for Abraham Caste- 
leyne, in the house of his father, Vincent Casteleyne, 
on the Market Place, in the chapel. It has the follow- 
ing item of American news : — 

" Plymouth, 22d December, 1655. — Three Dutch vessels, 
pressed by bad weather, and coming from New Netherlands, 
have run in here. They are said to have conquered again, in 
that country, the Fort Catamirus, and all the fortifications 
which the Swedes there had taken from us ; and to have deli- 
vered of that nation the whole river, from the head to its 
mouth. The said vessels bring with them the person who was 
the commander of the Swedes." 



SPECIAL MEETING, March 26. 

The Society held a special meeting on Friday evening, 
March 26, at the house of N. I. Bowditch, Esq., No. 9, 
Pemberton Square ; the President, Hon. Robert C. 
WiNTHROP, in the chair. 

The meeting was called to order at eight o'clock. 

The President stated, that a box of books, which had 
been sent to the Society several months ago by William 
Winthrop, Esq., American consul at Malta, had at 
length arrived. The vessel, which had not been heard 
from for a long time, had put into St. Thomas in dis- 
tress, and reached this port yesterday. The consignee 
of the vessel had immediately forwarded the box to the 
library, without charge for freight or truckage. 
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The President had examined the books, and presented 
a paper, giving an account of the most important 
volumes. 

The Librarian communicated a letter from Mr. At- 
kins, Record Commissioner of Nova Scotia ; and moved 
that a set of the Society's Collections be presented to 
the library of the Legislative Assembly of Nova Scotia. 

The motion was accepted. 

Mr. Felton presented a pamphlet entitled "Wash- 
ington and his Army, during their March through and 
return to New Jersey in December, 1776, and January, 
1777 ; being an Address read before the Literary and 
Philosophical Society of New Jersey, by C. C. Haven, 
one of its Vice-Presidents." 

Mr. Felton stated that Mr. Haven had occupied some 
of his leisure time in topographical investigations of the 
military movements of that period, and in collecting 
local and traditional information, by which he had been 
able to throw much valuable light on points which had 
been left obscure by historians. Especially was this the 
case with regard to the battle of the Assumpink, which 
intervened between the capture of the Hessians and the 
attack on the British at Princeton, and which Mr. 
Haven regarded as of much greater importance than 
was commonly known. He had also explained, more 
clearly than before, the circumstances of Washington's 
brilliant strategy, by which he defeated the over-con- 
fident generalship of Lord Cornwallis, Avho had been 
stopped on his way to Europe, and sent back to the 
command of the British forces, after the capture of 
the Hessians. 
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Mr. Felton informed the meeting that he had lately 
enjoyed the pleasure of passing a day at Trenton, and of 
going over the ground of these memorable transactions 
under the instructive guidance of Mr. Haven, who had 
shown the most fexact topographical knowledge, and 
explained to him all the movements in the town of 
Trenton, at the bridge over the Assumpink, and on the 
other side of that little river where Washington had his 
head-quarters. He took the visitor to a small house, 
now occupied by the clergyman of a German society, in 
one of the lower rooms of which — a very small and 
low apartment — Washington held the memorable 
council of war at which the nocturnal march upon 
Princeton was determined on. The room remains 
unchanged in form. The little round table at which 
Washington and his officers held that eventful coun- 
cil, and on which the candle was left burning when 
the council broke up, is still preserved, in the possession 
of a most respectable family in Trenton. The candle, 
as it burned down, left its traces upon the table; 
which are still to be seen. Some particulars were com- 
municated, now first ascertained, by Mr. Haven with 
regard to Colonel Rahl, the commander of the Hessians, 
and the manner in which he passed the night previous 
to Washington's attack. 

It appears, that, being fond of cards and punch, he 
had joined a. small party at a whist-table, with a large 
punch-bowl at hand, and had given strict orders that he 
should not be interrupted. A letter which had been 
sent to warn him of the movements of his assailants, 
after having been conveyed to him with difficulty, was 
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placed in his hands by a servant as he was about to 
deal the cards ; and, not being deemed of immediate 
consequence, was thrust into his pocket, and forgotten. 

Under these circumstances, he was first admonished 
of danger by the sound of the enemy's cannon. 

Mr. Felton then alluded briefly, but with great force 
and animation, to the recent honors emulously bestowed 
on the character of Washington, — to the Biography by 
Washington Irving, the Eulogy by Mr. Everett, and the 
bronze statue, recently inaugurated at Richmond, by 
Crawford ; and to the painful and offensive contrast 
presented by the publication, just at the same time, of 
Mr. Thackeray's untrue and wholly unjustifiable repre- 
sentation of Washington, in his novel under the name 
of the " Virginians." 

Mr. E.. Frothingham, jun., read to the Society several 
extracts from " Phineas Pratt's Narrative," which is to 
appear in the forthcoming volume of the Society's Col- 
lections ; accompanying the reading with explanatory 
remarks. 

The President read an interesting correspondence 
between Governor Bowdoin and General Lafayette from 
the papers of the former, which are now in Mr. Win- 
throp's possession. 

On motion of Mr. Livermore, it was Voted, That the 
President be requested to make a special acknowledg- 
ment of the very valuable donation to the Society's 
library recently received from William Winthrop, Esq., 
of Malta. 

Mr. Brigham presented to the Society, as a donation 
from George Gardner, Esq., a valuable collection of 
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original papers relating to the history of the Town 
House in Boston. 

Whereupon it was Voted, That the thanks of the 
Society be communicated to Mr. Gardner for his highly 
acceptable contribution to its archives. 

Among the papers comprised in Mr. Gardner's dona- 
tion are the following : — 

Subscriptions for the building of jf Towne house. 

Whereas thear is giuen a Considerable sume by Capt : Keyn 
towards the Building of a towne house w* sume will not at- 
taine the Building w*"" he mentioneth in his Will, now Consi- 
dering the vsefulnes of such a Structure wee whose names are 
vnder written doe ingage our selues our heires executors for to 
giue towards the Building of such a house and also a Conditt 
in the Market place the seuerall sumes vnder written : — 

paid Robert Eaynals 1 — . 

paid John Lake 01 — 10 . 00 

paid Robert Sanderson 01 — 00 . 00 

paid Rapbfe Mason 01 — 00 — 

paid Ricbard Carter by goodman Baker .... 01 — 00 — 

paid M' John Anderson 02 — 00 — 

paid Nathaniell: Greene 01 — 10 . 

paid Joseph Rocke six pounds 06 — 00 — 

paid Gammaliel Waite 01 — 00 — 00 

HrRansford 01—00—00 

paid John Shaw fisherman 00 — 10 — 00 

paid Mical Willis cutler 01 — 00 — 00 

Thomas Leader 00 — 10 — 00 

paid William Whitwel 01—10-00 

paid Joseph Moore 01 — 00 — 00 

paid Bartholomew Barloe 01 — 00 — 00 

paid Hene Williams 02 — 00—00 

Marke Hams 01—00 — 00 

paid John Sweete 02 — 00 — 00 

43 
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paid John farnam in worke or other pay .... 01 — 00 — 00 

paid The : Clarke in Bondes at springe 10 — 00 — 00 

paid Evan Thomas will pay in literedg 01 — 10 — 00 

paid John Baker 01 — 10 — 

paid John Lewes 1 — — 

Deacon Trusdell 

paid M' Dauid Eavens p' Cap' Oliuer 2 . 00—00 

paid William Browne 2 . 10 . 00 

paid William BeamsUeay 01—00—00 

paid Zakary Phillips 01-00-00 

paid Willm Wenborne 01—00—00 

paid William Cotton 01—10—00 

paid Alexander Becks 00 — 05 — 00 

paid John Richards three pounds 03 — 00 — 00 

paid Edward Lane p''mise to pay by the hands of Lei' 
Rich. Cooke flue pounds and tenn shillings I 

say 5 . lOf 

paid M' Bishop ;....... 2 . 00 — 

M" Richards Re 10" 1—10— 

paid Alex : Adames promis 01 — 10 — 00 

M' Edward Belcher p' M' Hill 10—00-00 

paid Deacon Trusdell 01 — 00 — 00 

pd William Brenton in [ ] . . . 10—00-00 

paid Jo Checkley 02—10— 

Simon Lynde Fine pownds £5 „ „ 

paid Henry Blake 02—10 — 

paid M' Henry Webb 20— 0— 

paid Capte Pendleton 05 — — 

pd Richard Taylor 00—15— 

John Parker Shewmaker 01 — 00 — 

paid Abraham Busby 02 — 10— 

M' Webb Shewmaker 00—10— 

paid M' Houchin 05—00—00 

paid M' Alfford 01—10—00 

Power Conferred by the Gomittee for the Town house — 1657. 

Wee whose names are vnder wrighten having full power 
given vs by the Town of Boston to Agree with workmen, & in 
their behalfe to Bngadge the Town, In the Payment of any sum 
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or sums for the building Erecting & Compleating of A house 
for the Town both for the forme & dimentions &c according 
as we shall Judge meet, They the s* Towne having Eagadged 
themselves to own &, stand by vs and performe what promises 
Covenants or Engadgm*" wee should make in order to the 
accomplishing of the premises, And to facillitate the s* worke 
we the s* subscribed doe make choyce of M' Edward Hutchin- 
son <fe John Hull in o' behalfe to Agree & Compound with 
workmen & Bngadge paym? in everie respect for the s* worke 
& we doe hereby oblidge o' selves to stand by, own, & performe 
what the s* M' Ed : Hutchinson & Jn° Hull soe deputed shall 
doe or Bngadge themselves in as iflf it was the personall act of 
everie one off vs & heervnto we subscribe of hands, by this 
binding o' selves likewise to own what the s* prtyes have all- 
ridy done in the s* worke signed this 31 of the 6* month 1657. 

}Tho: Marshall 
Samuell Cole 
William Paddy 
Josh : Soottow 

Jer: HowcHiN. 

Agreem^. for the Town House — 1657. 
Boston August 1. 1657. 

Wee whose Names are vnder wrighten Being chosen by & in 
behalfe of the Town of Boston, to bargain & Contract with some 
able workemen about A house for the Town, we have Bargained 
& Contracted, & by these presents doe bargain & Covenant 
with Thomas Joy and Bartholomew Bernad of Boston ; ^ the 
s? Thomas Joy & Barth Bernad, are heerby bound & doe 
oblidge themselves vnto the s? Town of Boston (& in vn[to] 
In their behalfe) that they will Prepare <fe Erect, a very sub- 
stantiall and Comely building In the place Appointed by the 
s" Town ; The dimentions of w** Edifice shall be sixty six foot 
in Length, and thirty six foot in Breadth from out side to out- 
side, set vpon twenty one Fillers of full ten foot high between 



340 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [MARCH, 

Pedestall & Capitall, & well brased all four waies, placed vpon 
foundation of stone in the bottome. The whoU Building to 
Jetty over three foot without the Fillers everie way : The 
height of the s* House to be ten foot betwixt Joynts above 
the Fillers, and a halfe storie above that, with three gable 
Endes over it vpon each side : A walke vpon the Top fourteen or 
15 foote wide with two Turretts, & turnd Balasters and railes, 
round about the walke according to A modell or draught Pre- 
sented to vs, by the s* Tho: Joy, & Barth: Bernad. The 
s* Tho: Joy & Barth: Bernad Likewise, finding all things 
necisarie and meet for the s? Building, viz : Timber in in everie 
respect & of everie sort, substantiall & meet according to Pro- 
portion & Art, Flank for the sides & ends three Inch thick,* 
well groved one into another, and into the timbers allso an 
Inch and halfe ; well plained & smoothed one Both sides, two 
Inch plank for the Lower floor, and full Inch for the vpper 
floor. Both smoothed, and vpon the walk duble boarded and 
well groved ; the Rooff" well boarded & shingled, with gutters 
sufficiently made. 

Bringing all to the Place, Erecting, finishing & Compleating 
the whole Edifice viz The Frame, foundations, Floores, staires 
(viz Two pair halfe paced staires & turnd staires vp into the 
walke) doores, window Cases & Casements, mantle peeces, 
Inclosures, Fertitions f &c Tlie whoU Edifice to be Erected, by 
the thirty daye of the fourth month called June next ensuing 
the date heerofi"; and Covered & shingled within six weekes after 
that. The Town finding all the Iron worke, as nailes hookes 
hinges &c. glass with glasing & Lead for the Gutters masonrie 
worke as the chimnies, foundation of the Fillers with stone 
brick & Lime belonging to the same the affo's? Tho : & Barth : 
all the other worke as afford The Town finding help at the 
raysing. 

* Only we alow of Two Inch plank for the sids & ends abore the Plates & beames. 
t There is to be both Roomes from the chimnies closed one both sides and one Cross 
partition in one of the Roomes ; beside the stair Case. 
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In ^ consideration of the premises we doe heerby oblidge our- 
selves (according to order & in belialfe of the s* Town of 
Boston afFors*) To give & Assigne over vnto the s* Tho : Joy 
& Bartholl : Bernad, or to either of them or their assignes the 
three Hund : Pounds w*^ is that Part of the Legacy of Cap? 
Eob' Keyne (deceased) designed & bequeathed vnto the 
s* Town in his Last will for ther vse, and also one hund. 
Pound more we heerby oblidge o"^ selves to Pay or Cause to be 
paied vnto the s* Thomas & Bartholomew or their Assignes In 
good English goods at prise Currant, and likewise to doe our 
vttmost that one fiffty pound of this above mentioned paym' (viz 
but of the thre Hund?) may be made in mony for the more 
lively cavsing an end of the affo"' s* worke. 

The Time of w* Payment shall be as foUoweth viz : one 
Hund. Pound at the Bringing of the Timber to the Place A 
seccond Hund : at the raysing A third Hund : at the Inclo- 
sure & Covering A fourth at the finishing & Compleating vnto 
all these premises aboves? we doe heerby Joyntly & severaly 
mutualy & Interchangeably bind o'selves by o'' hands & scales 
this first of August 1657. 

We doe also engadge that the three Hund : pound in the 
Legacy aboves* shall be made good vnto the s" workmen 
Thomas & Bartholomew. 
Wittneses heer vnto 

Joseph Newgate Edward Hutchinson [seal.] 

James Browne John Hull, [seal.] 

Henrt Pownino 

Relating to tf Town House Rents. Read March 10"* 1711-12. 

Wheras the Rents reserved to the Town of Boston for seve- 
ral spare Rooms in, under, and Adjoyning to the late Town 
House beside all rooms made use of there for Publick 
Occasions, did according to the Rates they were lett, or might 
have been Lett at amount to Eighty pounds P' annum. 

And the Great and Gen" Court or Assembly of this Province 
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haveiug lately directed, That there be a House built in or neer 
the place where the Old Town House stood, For Publick meet- 
ings on Civill Occasions, For Province County and Town, 
Viz' For the Meeting of the Gen" Assembly, The holding of 
Councills and Courts of Justice and Town Meetings, the Charge 
therof to be born the One halfe by the Province, the Other 
halfe by the Town of Boston and County of Suifolk in Equall 
proportion, unto which proposal the Inhabitants of Boston have 
Voted their Concurrance. 

And since there is prospect of as great if not greater imprpve- 
m*" and advantage by such spai-e room in the s* new building 
now to be Erected, it may not be unseasonable for the Inhabi- 
tants of this Town now to make Sutable provision to secure 
that priviledge and benefitt to themselves and their succes- 
sors. 

And altho other Arguments might be of weight for their 
being so benefitted. Yet rather then forego and loose the same. 
May it not be adviseable for them to agree upon bearing some 
Additional Charge in y' s* building as an Equivalent, That so 
they may be thereby Effectually Intitulled to the benefit and 
improvement of all such rooms and spaices in under and ad- 
joyning to the s* New building which shall be conveniently 
capable of being inclosed and Improved for distinct uses, and 
otherwise not needfuU to be made use of for those afore men- 
tioned Intentions proposed by the Gen" Court, and thereby to 
Lessen the Charge of the Province, Town and County in their 
respective proportions as aforesaid. The which additionall 
Charge, together with the Charge of Incloseihg and fitting of 
shops &c. there, may (if the Town sees meet) to very good ad- 
vantage be defrayd out of that their money w""" is the Effects of 
Lands sold and in Equity ought to be so layd out as to raise 
and perpetuate an income to the Town. 

And in case sutable Application be made to the Gen" Court 
on the behalfe of this Town relating to the premisies, under 
the consideration of their Excessive growing Charge & Ex- 
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pences, & their so great a loss by the Late Fire, & that the Late 
Town-House w"" was built at tlie Charge of y' Inhabitants of 
this Town was for neer fifty years past made use of for all 
Publick Occasions w*out any other Charge to the Public then 
that for some of the Later years they have born part of y° Charge 
of y' Repaires. 

And that the Town of Boston being the true and proper 
Owners of all that Land on w""" tlie said New building is now 
to be erected. It is presumed that they will readily agree unto 
so just and reasonable-a proposal. 

Proposed By Joseph Prout Read at y° begining of y" Town 
meeting y° 10* of March 1711-12. 

Gen'! Court directions ah* building a Town House — 1711. 

1711 Octo. Committee Appointed by the GenI Court viz 
Blisha Hutchinson Samuel Sewall Nathan' Payn & Thomas 
Noyes Esq" of the Council, Samuel Appleton, Josiah Chapin, 
John Clark & James Warren Esq" Maj' Thomas Fitch, Cap' 
Simon Davis & Cap' Samuel Phipps of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

The Above Committee Advise that there be a house built in 
or near the place where the old Town house stood for the uses 
mentioned in the Memorial as convenient as may be without 
incomoding the street the Breadth not to Exceed thirty six feet 
the Length so as to be Convenient for the Ends mentioned in 
the Addresse. That a Committee be Appointed by this Court to 
take Care for the Building as speedily & prudently as may be. 
The Charge thereof to be born the one half by the Province 
the other halfe by the Town of Boston & County of Suffolk in 
Equal proportion. 

By ord' of the Major part of the Committee. 

Elisha Hutchinson. 

November 10 1711 Read & Accepted And a Committee 
Raised and Directed to Advise with his Excellency and such 
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skilful Gent? as they may think fit to be Consulted with about 
the Model of the House. 

Copy of the Minutes 

Is* Addington Secry. 

Note. That the House is for Publick Meetings, on Civil Occasions ; for the Pro- 
vince, County & Town, viz' for the Meeting of the General Assembly The Holding of 
Councils, and Courts of Justice and Town meeting. 



In accordance with a vote of the Society, passed at 
their stated meeting, March 11, the speech of the Hon. 
Josiah Quincy before the Committee of the Massachu- 
setts Legislature to whom was referred the petition of 
the New-England Historic-Genealogical Society, and the 
remonstrance of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
is here printed : — 

SPEECH OP THE HON. JOSIAH QUINCY. 

Gentlemen, — I regret the necessity which compels me to 
appear on this occasion. I have arrived at a period of life at 
which it is becoming and wise to abstain from mingling in the 
controversies of the day, for which I have as little inclination 
as comparative power. But a Society of which I am the 
oldest member has seen fit, without any thought or wish of 
mine, to call upon me for this service ; and, after reflection, I 
have not found sufficient cause to justify me in declining. 
Having been admitted into it in the year 1797, and been 
acquainted with all the original founders of it, the opinion 
seems to have been entertained, that my services might be 
useful on this occasion. 

At first view, to a thoughtless mind, and one not acquainted 
with the circumstances which influence the character, power. 
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and convenience of individuals and societies, the point in con- 
troversy might appear strange and somewhat ludicrous. Two 
Societies, of respectable standing, are in contest about a name; 
the one striving to get, the other striving to retain a name it 
has exclusively possessed more than sixty-four years without 
interference. But names are things, — sometimes, in their 
application to human character, very serious things, — and, in 
respect of societies, may, by identity with some other, aflfect 
both their interest and convenience. 

The Society I repcesent has been, as I have said, known to 
the world, upwards of sixty-four years, by the name of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. No other association of men 
ever thought of assuming it until about twelve years ago, when 
the Society now petitioning for the same name was formed, 
with a name approximating, but not identical with, that of the 
Society I now represent. It called itself The New-England 
Historic- Genealogical Society, — a name long enough, one 
would suppose, to satisfy the taste or the appetite of any hu- 
man being, or of any association of human beings, were they 
Spaniards or Frenchmen. After enjoying this name for twelve 
years without question or molestation, they suddenly find 
it is not long enough ; and come to the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts, almost with tears in their eyes, to lengthen it out by 
adding al to historic, so that they may be hereafter known as 
The New-England Historical Genealogical Society. Was 
ever a legislature called upon before to legislate upon a subject 
so small and so trivial ? Nothing is wanted by these petition- 
ers to make them perfectly happy and great, but the addition- 
al to their already sesquipedalian name. In other words, all 
they want is precisely the addition of that single element which 
now distinguishes that Society from ours. Unless there is some 
hidden hope or anticipated advantage concealed under this de- 
sired addition, the desire can have no other origin than idiosyn- 
crasy, like that of the frog, who thought that, by a little swelling, 
he would grow into, or be mistaken for, something very great. 

41 
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But, to treat the subject seriously, gentlemen, can it be for 
the interest of either of these Societies, or for the advantage of 
the public, that the name by which two important Societies 
are known should be identical ? For, grant the prayer of 
this petition, and, notwithstanding the supererogatory matter 
with which their name is loaded, in general and popular opi- 
nion there will be two historical societies, bearing the same 
name, in Massachusetts. Is this for the interest and conve- 
nience of the State or its citizens ? Will this long-tailing of the 
word historic increase that Society's power, spirit, or useful- 
ness ? 

It may aid you in deciding this question to possess a short 
sketch of the proceedings of this Society and its origin, as I 
have received the accounts from others, and believe in their 
substantial correctness. The Massachusetts Historical Society 
was, by its Act of Incorporation, restricted to sixty resident mem- 
bers. In the original draught of the Association, before its incor- 
poration, its resident members were restricted to thirty; not 
from any desire of exclusiveness, but as I liave heard, if I mis- 
take not. Dr. Belknap, the real founder of the Society, himself 
say, to compel the Society to choose only men adapted and dis- 
posed to become active workers in that field ; in order that it 
should not be tempted to elect members for the sake of bestowing 
upon them a feather, and become pursy and heavy by numbers, 
without proportionate activity, and power of progress. The num- 
ber was raised to sixty by the Legislature, without, if not con- 
trary to, the wishes of the original associates ; at least, so I have 
always understood. With the number of sixty, the Society 
labored during more than fifty years, published about thirty 
volumes, and obtained a character and celebrity which rendered 
admission into it a subject of desire, especially by those who had 
congenial historical sympathies. In process of time, men of 
this class arose in Massachusetts, adapted and disposed to unite 
in the same labors, extremely desirous to become members of 
the Society, but into which tliey coiild not enter on account 
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of the restriction contained in the Act of Incorporation. Men 
of this description gradually multiplied. Some of these, who 
hoped for admission, were disappointed when vacancies occa-^ 
sionally happened, and which were filled by others. Some of 
thege were said to have had the mortification of being rejected 
when others were elected. With wishes and feelings of this 
kind, the Society now petitioning for an addition to its char, 
tered name, naturally, properly, and wisely originated. There 
was and could be no possible objection to it. Members 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society hailed it as a co-laborer 
in the same field : some of them joined it. Nor was 
there any thought or feeling or question concerning its 
tendency to any crossing of interests with the Massaichu- 
setts Historical Society suggested, until, in addition to New- 
England Genealogical, they inserted historic into their 
nomenclature of objects. Friendly suggestions are stated to 
have been made to some of the projectors of the new Society, 
that this name might lead to some mistake or confusion ; but 
without effect. It was said that no such danger was to be 
apprehended ; that they had not taken the name of historical; 
that the word historic was, in their name, associated with 
genealogical, to which it was applicable alone, and not intended 
to embrace any general historical scope. Though not satis- 
fied with these explanations, the members of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society were compelled to be silent ; for the names 
were not entirely identical. Apprehension of some inconve- 
nience was, however, entertained, from the proximity of the 
names in this respect. Accordingly, as is set forth in the me» 
morial of the Massachusetts Historical Society, it can be 
proved, that the name the new Society already bears has occa- 
sioned many inconveniences to both Societies ; that they have 
been confounded with each other, both at the post-oSice and in 
the public mind ; communications, and contributions of pam- 
phlets and of books, have been so addressed from a distance as 
to leave a doubt for which Society they were intended. Under 
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sucli circumstances, is it possible that the Legislature of 
Massachusetts can think it wise or just to increase these incon- 
veniences by making the names of these Societies, in the 
manner proposed, identical? 

It is proper here to ask. Why did not that Society originally 
assume, and ask the Legislature in their Act of Incorporation 
for, the same name for which they now petition ? Plainly for 
the reason, — there could be no other, — that the Legislature of 
that day would have seen the impropriety, and anticipated the 
inconvenience, of incorporating two Societies with names whose 
principal elements were identical. The Historical Society 
would have then, in such case, unquestionably remonstrated, 
and as unquestionably would have been successful. 

The next step indicates very clearly, that there was some- 
where, among the members of that Society, a disposition to 
assume the very name for it which they had not received from 
the Legislature, and for which they did not originally even 
dare to ask. For, almost immediately after the Act of Incor- 
poration of the new Society had been obtained, one of its ori- 
ginal founders, and, if report says true, the principal objector 
to its present name, published a periodical, which, to every 
reasonable mind, must, under the circumstances, be regarded 
as the act of the whole Society, which, instead of taking its 
corporate name, at once, in the very face of the Act of 
Incorporation, assumed the name for which they now peti- 
tion, and called itself " The New-England Historical Genea- 
logical Register;" plainly evidencing, that it was early in 
the intention of that Society to assume a name which the 
Legislature had not granted, and for which they did not 
originally dare to ask. Now, is it possible that the Legisla- 
ture of Massachusetts will sanction a name thus assumed 
under such circumstances, not only without, but in defiance of, 
tlieir authority ? 

It is now proper to inqtiire, What are the grave, solid reasons 
on which these petitioners rest their hopes of success ? Fortu- 
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nately, there can be no doubt on this subject. The Massachu- 
setts Historical Society happily enjoy the advantage which the 
scriptural patriarch so earnestly desired, " Oh that my ene- 
mies had written a book ! " The petitioners have written a 
book, setting forth those reasons in all their power and strength. 
" 1st, The desired name is in better taste and more euphonious 
than their corporate title." Grant that it is so. What then ? Was 
not taste and euphony as well known and as justly appreciated 
when their Act of Incorporation was petitioned for and granted 
as it is at this day ? Why did they accept a charter-name 
which was in bad taste and so cacophonious ? The reason has 
been already explained. They did not dare to ask for that 
which they now desire, knowing that it would not be granted. 
Yet that, at the moment they accepted this cacophonious name, 
and one in such bad taste, they knew and intended, at some 
propitious time, if possible, to get rid of it, and assume that 
which the old Society has so long possessed, is apparent from 
the fact, that they did then immediately, though unauthorized 
by the Legislature, assume it, and, by this public assumption, 
have unqiiestionably contributed to produce that confusion in 
the public mind concerning the two Societies which has already 
occasioned so much inconvenience. 

" 2d, 7i! corresponds with the title of the periodical issued by the 
Society." Here it will be observed, that this periodical is openly 
avowed to be the work of the Society ; and thus they derive an 
argument from their own unwarranted assumption. Acknow- 
ledging the inconvenience to the public their assumption has 
occasioned, they make their own wrong the ground of its con- 
tinuance and of your sanction of it ; making their contempt of 
the legislative act a reason and groundwork of legislative 
favor. To say the least, there is a boldness in this argument 
somewhat original, and characteristic of their whole proceed- 
ings. The last ground on which they rest their petition is of 
the same extraordinary type : — " 3d, It is the name by which 
their Society is generally designated and known." In other 
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■words, having taken upon themselves a name which did 
not belong to them, having persevered in the use of it in 
open contempt of the name given them by the Legislature, 
they ask that now, when the inconvenience they have thus 
produced is felt and acknowledged, it should be publicly 
sanctioned, and that this inconvenience should be made perma- 
nent. Can it be possible that such an argument can receive 
one moment's sanction from the Legislature ? This little book, 
or pamphlet, from which these weighty reasons for granting 
their petitions have been abstracted, has been, I understand, 
put into the hands of every member of the Legislature, — a 
sort of log-rolling emissary, intended to do its work out of doors 
and in the lobbies, where the real grounds of opposition to it 
cannot reach, and will be unknown. Now, these grounds are, 
that inconvenience has already been experienced, and more 
may be hereafter anticipated. This inconvenience was, in fact, 
anticipated originally, when the new Society inserted historic 
among their names, and was on that account objected to, yet 
adopted by them notwithstanding this objection, they main- 
taining that no such inconvenience could occur, because the 
name was not identical with ours. And yet, with a full know- 
ledge of these apprehensions, they immediately, in a publication 
under their sanction, drop the incorporated name, and take the 
particular element which made the names of the two Societies 
identical, and out of which all the inconveniences complained 
of have arisen. Can such proceedings deserve or receive the 
sanction of the Legislature of Massachusetts ? 

In justice to the petitioning Society, I ought to say, that 
the object petitioned for is far from being the unanimous wish 
of the members of it. Many of its members see the subject in 
the light in which it is viewed and here presented by the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, and feel the force of the ob- 
jections to the prayer of their petition. 

Finally, gentlemen, is it for the interest or honor of the 
State, that the names of two Societies, having both important 
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bearings upon the history of the country, should be, in their 
principal element, so identical as to create inconvenience to 
them, and confusion in the public mind ? Shall not a Society 
which owes its origin to such names as Jeremy Belknap, 
George Eichards Minot, John Eliot, and James Sullivan, be 
permitted to enjoy for ever, without obstruction, the name 
they originally assumed ? 



